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What is OSCR? 
The Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator is the body set up to regulate Scottish Charities.   It 
has the authority to grant organisations Charitable Status but it also monitors charities to ensure they 
are operating legally and comply with charity legislation.  This tougher monitoring of Scottish 
Charities was in response to a number of high profile cases where bogus charities exploited the status 
for personal gain resulting in a loss in public confidence.  OSCR is responsible for: 
¨ Maintaining a register of Scottish Charities 
¨ Dealing with applications for charitable status 
¨ Monitoring registered charities  
¨ Investigating misconduct in the running of a charity 
¨ Dealing with the Scottish Government on matters relating to OSCR functions 
 
To apply to become a Scottish Charity an organisation must complete a Charitable Status 
Application Form  and a Charity Trustee Declaration Form which are both available from OSCR 
or can be downloaded from their website.  Both forms should be sent to OSCR along with a copy of 
the organisation's Constitution (or other founding documents ie. Mem & Arts), a signed copy of the 
most recent accounts (unless the organisation is still within the first year of operating), and a 
document which outlines the future plans for the organisation ie. a Business or Operational Plan, or 
any other document which provides this type of information.     
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Things you need to do for OSCR 
Submit the Annual Return along with the Annual Accounts to OSCR within 9 months 
of the end of the charity’s financial year.  The Annual Return will be part completed by 
OSCR and is mainly used to check the basic details of the charity.  How accounts are 
presented and verified will be based on the charity income/assets as well as what is 
stated in its Constitution (ie. checked by a fully qualified auditor or by someone suitably 
competent and experienced).   ‘Scottish Charity Accounts: A Guide to the 2006 
Regulations’ has a flow chart which will help to identify the correct format for your 
charity accounts and what the minimum requirements are for an external check. 
Organisations with an income of over £25000 a year also need to complete a 
Monitoring Return  form.  This form will look at additional areas for example, any 
expenses paid to the charity trustees or the charity’s relationship with any trading arm. 
 
Consents and notifications 
As well as the above, charities must notify OSCR of any intention to change its name, 
make changes to its charitable purposes, join with another body, wind itself up or 
dissolve itself or change its legal form.  It must gain OSCR’s consent before doing any 
of these things.  It must also notify OSCR if there are any changes to the main office of 
the charity or any in relation to the charity trustees. 

The Charity Test 
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This quick guide provides an 
introduction to Charitable Status. 
It isn't intended as a full guide to 
becoming a registered charity, 
therefore it is important to seek 

further information on the 
procedures and obligations of 
operating a charity in Scotland 

from OSCR 

THE 
CHARITY 


